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Summers usually mean slow adoptions, as

Bl folks are taking vacations or moving and want
to get settled before adopting a new dog. That,
coupled with the continuing drastic number of
foreclosures on homes, has rescue facilities burst-
ing at the seams. It is most tragic for the wonder-
ful mixed-breed dogs in such abundance at the
animal shelters, as rescuers have trouble keeping
up with their own breeds and usually can’t begin
to help the lovable mutts.

Please continue to watch unoccupied homes
that might contain animals left behind when the
owners moved. We just heard from a realtor in
Marina del Rey who reported that he saved a two-
year-old German Shepherd from starvation when
the owners left their home that had been fore-
closed on. The dog was locked inside and had
been without food for five days. Yes, there really
are people
who are this
cruel.

We want [
to thank all
of you once
again who
continue to

l t was a pretty uneventful summer overall.

on, Colleen%ﬁdg
Linda Booth ™ =

e-mail:
dobierescue@earthlink.net

 Begpaer O

every kind. As you probably know, everything
donated goes entirely toward helping the dogs in
our care.

An especially big thank
you to our terrific volun-
teers! Years ago, when |
was still young and spry,
and before we had our
wonderful web site that
probably increased our
adoptions threefold, I did
all adoptions myself. I
couldn’t begin to do that
any more! The volunteers
pictured here show up almost every weekend to
help show dogs to our adopters, explain our poli-
cies, walk dogs, repair kennels, etc. They are the
best!

Don’t forget that we love to hear from you,
and we particularly love your pictures! If any of
you have not already sent us your doggie holiday
pictures from last year, please do so by November
1 so that we may include them in our next
newsletter.

Smiles and hugs to you and your great dogs.

Sincerely,

Ardis Bracun




ADOPTION UPDATES
ZEPPELIN,

the lovely blue girl Dobie who
was so timid when she arrived here,
was adopted by Stacy and Jim
Simmons of Long Beach. Her new
name is Hana. She had already been
worked with by our volunteers, who
took her for walks and got her more
comfortable with new and different sur-
roundings. A few words from Stacy's
and Jim's most recent e-mail:

"We wanted to let you know that
Hana (Zeppelin) is doing great. She
has adapted quickly to her new home
and has made it her own....She greets
the golfers at the golf course behind
our house, but she cannot figure out
why they don't come to visit.

We can never thank you enough
for the work you do with the dobies.
Hana is a great addition to our lives.
(Nah, she isn't spoiled!!!) As you can
see from the photos, she is happy and
comfortable in hew new life...."

WAITING FOR HOMES

TRIPOL? e
is a handsome g 4
5-year-old red male |t
Dobie who requires |
a special home that}u
is low-stress and ‘
patient. He
belonged to a
homeless woman inj
upstate California
who always kept
him with her, tied
to a shopping cart.
One day she was away, and Tripoli broke
free and ran around the park where they
lived. People became alarmed that a big
Dobie was running free with no apparent
owner, so the police and animal control
departments were called, and they respond-
ed, cornering Tripoli in the ladies’ room
and Tasering him. Naturally, he became
aggressive — because Taser guns hurt! He
was impounded as a stray, and then it
became difficult to get him released
because the owner had no home, let alone
a yard, to keep him in. Fortunately for him,
two ladies who knew him obtained a court
order to have him released to us so that we
could find an appropriate home for him. It
took a couple of months to win his trust,
but Tripoli is now a playful, delightful dog
who gets along well with large female dogs.
He can still be a little skittish in certain situ-
ations, so he would
do best in an adult
home with a loving
person or couple.

B

is a small

Chihuahua-Terrier
mix who endeared
herself to the animal
shelter employees
and to us. She lives
well with almost any
small male dog and

“Tripoli’«®




has spent several weeks in our cattery as
well. BB can be a little “pack leader,” how-
ever, so a household with more than two
dogs probably isn‘t the best choice for her.
She has one slightly twisted front leg from
an old injury or birth defect. We estimate
BB’s age at about 3, and she weighs under
ten pounds.

ROSERUD

A good
friend of ours,
Phyllis Tavares,
adopted a
Dobie boy from
us years ago,
and she now
lives in Maui,
where she start-
ed a cat rescue

organization. A

few months
ago, Phyllis was visiting a friend of hers in
New Mexico, and they visited the humane
society in Albuquerque, unfortunately NOT
no-Kill, where they noticed a lovely red
female Dobie, whom they dubbed Rosebud.
After checking with us to make sure we
would be interested, they obtained the
name of Boni Galarneau, a volunteer at the
humane society who loves and rescues as
many Dobies as she can. When we contact-
ed Boni, she said that, though she was
unable to house Rosebud long-term, she
could get her released from the shelter,
house her temporarily while she got her
medical certificate so she could fly, and get
her crated and to the airport for us. All we
had to do was pay her air fare, and Boni
even helped with that. Rosebud is, as one
of our kennel employees observed, a “tidy”
dog who appreciates attention and can live
with large male dogs. She’s about 5 years
old.

174

is a chubby little Norwegian Elkhound
mix with a stub tail. He lives well with most
other dogs, and he loves Kkids. He’s house-
broken, and he’s 4 years old. Bug has a

twin brother,
Soleil, whom
he lived with
at two sepa-
rate homes,
but these two
dogs together
always decided
it would be "
such fun to digjus
under the
fence and go |
exploring. Bug
is an excellent candidate for a family pet,
with or without another dog, in a home
where his yard is enclosed by a block wall
or other fencing that can’t be dug under.

VETERINARY MEDICINE
AT ITS BEST

Y arious animal shelters e-mail a list of ani-
mals that are at “high risk” to rescuers
f like us. These lists are distributed regu-
larly and usually include a cute photograph of
each dog to break our hearts, and a little informa-
tion about each dog. In]une we got a list from a
shelter including the picture and story of a dog
we named Reggie. That picture is shown below.
‘The info said he had a “mass in his ear,” which
meant he was pretty unlikely to be adopted by
the public, because most people won’t adopt a
dog they know they’ll have to spend a chunk of
money on right away.

We were smitten by the picture of this darling
little guy (can you see why?), and we figured we
could spare a few hundred dollars for an ear
surgery. A trip to our vet disclosed it was going
to be far more
complicated than
that! Reggie had
a batch of nodes
in his ear canal
that had com-
pletely closed the
canal, and there
was a nasty infec-
tion below the
nodes, which had
probably been
brewing for years.

Continued page 6
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One of two specialized ear surgeries would be
required: either an ear “resection,” or possibly a
complete ear “abalation,” where the entire inner
ear is removed, leaving the dog deaf in that ear.
"The reason the surgery is so specialized, we
learned, is that there are nerves in the area where
the surgery is performed that if damaged, or even
offended, can cause temporary or permanent
paralysis of the dog’s face. Our vet clinic recom-
mended two hospitals in Thousand Oaks that
perform the surgery. We made an appointment
with Dr. Christopher Frier at the Camino Animal
Clinic.
Reggie was a favorite from the first moment.
Dr. Frier confirmed that he could do the surgery,
but it was going to be expensive. He said he is so
fond of rescuers and what we do for animals that
he would give us a 50% discount. We proceeded
with the surgery, and all of us were in for another
surprise: Reggie was even sicker than we all real-
ized. His vet bill ended up being $3,400 AFTER
our discount! He had the same condition in the
other ear, though further down the ear canal
where it wasn’t visible yet without a scope, AND
he had i
A
guy’s attitude was so great that, other than a little
shaking of his head when his ear bothered him,
no one would ever know he was sick.

Dr. Frier did a fabulous job with the surgery,
after which Reggie made several more trips to the
vet for rechecks, and with all of the strong medi-
cations he was on, he made a remarkable recovery
— for awhile. On Day 12 he refused all food and
was seriously weak, and it was evening, of course
— so all the vet clinics were closed except the
emergency clinics. We gave him a strong
injectible antibiotic and subcutaneous fluids, and
took his temperature, which was 104.5, about
three degrees higher than normal for a dog.

The next morning Reggie was back at the vet’s.
Dr. Frier was on vacation, but the relief vet, Dr.
Erin Reif, did an outstanding job of bringing all
the “heavy guns” to bear on the little guy’s condi-
tion. She disclosed several days later that she
hadn’t expected him to survive. His temperature
had spiked to 105.5, and he was almost too weak
to walk. She x-rayed his chest, gave him bron-
chio-dilators, different types of very strong
antibiotics, steroids to reduce inflammation, and
even put antibiotics in a humidifier so that he

he had giar-

breathed
them in. At
the end of
that day, the
radiologist
confirmed
Ber, Reif's
suspicions
that Reggie
had dimin-
ished lung
capacity in
one lung, and
an abscess in
the other.
This was
unrelated to
his ear surgery except that his immune system
had obviously crashed, and he would never have
normal lung function again.

Reggie spent the night at Camino so that he
could rest and be free of all unnecessary stress.
By the next morning, his temperature was NOR-
MAL!!! He was still a very sick boy, but he was
better, and he continued to improve under Dr.

eif’s good care, which mcluded feeding him |
turkey from the supermarket.

Meanwhile, Dr. Reif and her husband, Brian
Caramadre, who are a wonderful couple with
two elderly female dogs and no kids, decided
they wanted to adopt Reggie. They had both
really fallen for him. By the end of the week
from hell, Reggie went home with them and
made himself at home. He gets better by the
day, and he’ll never have to suffer again from

‘~}4
"Reggie" with Brian and Erin

anything a good vet can fix!

MORE INTERNATIONAL

TRAVELERS

In previous newsletters, we mentioned having
taken a number of dogs from an animal shelter in
Taiwan which is terribly overcrowded, with about
1,300 dogs living in small cages, who receive a few
minutes of weekly exercise. They have recently
adopted a “spay/neuter and release” program,
where they capture the animals, spay and neuter
them, and then unfortunately have to return them
to the streets and a very uncertain fate. During
the past nine months, they have altered NINE




€ 7$100. (

Card #

I want to support Doberman Pinscher and Little Paws Rescue!
| am making the following contribution:

) $50. (

| am enclosing the best gift | can: $

Please charge my credit card.

520 () $10.

Expiration date

Signature:

HUNDRED
dogs under this
program!

In March we
took three dogs
from their shelter,
which is called
PUAPAT
Doberman, a
Golden Lab, and
a Beagle.

The first two
have been adopt_ "Sheba" with Derek Hung
ed into loving homes; the Beagle is still waiting.

In May, we accepted a lovely Doberman
named Sheba (see pictures) from a private individ-
ual who could not keep her. A caring gentleman
named Derek Hung accompanied Sheba on her
flight from Taiwan, and she was adopted almost
immediately by the Ublasi family of California
City. ‘

In June, we finally received Tyler, the

Please return this form with your contribution
Your contribution is tax deductible (Federal |.D. #77-0357865)
100% of your contribution goes directly to benefit the animals.
We also have PayPal!

. flight from Taiwan by
| Yi-Syuan Lin and
| Warner Woo Lee.

® William for the same

Doberman we were contacted
about in the first place, who
was too sick with heartworms
at that time to travel. He is a [§
large, proud red male, 4 years
old, and he would love to be
adopted by someone who
would offer him the best
America can offer.
Unfortunately, it doesn’t
appear that Tyler enjoys the
company of other dogs in his environment.
A Terrier mix named Rasca also made the trip
with Tyler, because we were told that black dogs
have virtually NO chance of adoption in Taiwan;
they are considered bad luck. Rasca is a vivacious
little girl of three or four years old who weighs
about 20 pounds. She’s dog-social and probably
would be a great pet for a family. She appreciates
ALL attention.
These dogs were
accompanied on their

Finally, at the end of .
July we accepted

reason: he’s black,
which is considered bad
luck by the Taiwanese.
He’s about 6 months old}




Doberman Pinscher Rescue

2946 Young Road
Fillmore, California 93015

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

and is most-
ly Border
Collie. He’s
shown here
upon his
arrival with
Ruyu Wu
and Monica
Yen, who
accompa-
nied him .
from o HITET
Taiwan. “with Ruyu Wu
William
experienced a bit of culture shock here; he gets a
little frightened when we bring him out of his
kennel and introduce him to new people and new
places. He needs more socialization in terms of

going for walks and meeting new people and dogs.

We think he would do best in a home with anoth-
er dog to give him confidence.

MEDICAL MATTERS

One of our adopters, Jan Reesman of
Beverly Hills, found her dog Jordan paralyzed
one day due to a spinal stroke, and Jan refused
to give up on her and/or put her to sleep. She
devoted much effort to getting Jordan rehabili-
tated, so now, a year later, Jordan runs and
plays. If you would like more information on
Jan’s regimen, please e-mail her at

janreesman@gmail.com.
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DOGFIGHTING HOT LINE

There is a dogfighting hot line now, spon-
sored by the Humane Society of the United

$5 000 for lnformatlon Ieadmg to the arrest and
conviction of a dogfighter. All info is kept confi-
dential. The line is answered 24/7. You can
leave a message, talk to an investigator, or get
their e-mail address and leave your own. If a
dogfight is in progress, immediately call the
police at 9-1-1. Then call the hot line.

PARTING SHOTS

"Mischa" Stanavich of Los Angeles

"Home is where the dog is"




