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A nother summer is behind us, and besides being 
terribly hot and humid this year, it was mostly 
also a very slow adoption time for us.  Summers 

typically are, because people move and take vacations in 
the summer, so adopting a dog at that time isn’t good 
timing, not to mention those who dump their dogs 
because they’re moving.  Years ago, when I was just an 
animal shelter volunteer, I witnessed people turning in 
their dogs before they went on vacation because it would 
be cheaper to get a new dog on their return than to board 
their pet dog while they were away.  Awful! 
 Our local Ventura County Animal Services 
shelters, which we are so happy to say are now “no kill,” 
having achieved a 94% “live release rate,” have the same 
slow adoption problem that we and most other shelters 
have during the summer doldrums, and they have been 
promoting adoptions by offering deep reductions in their 
adoption fees for dogs and cats. 
 We can’t hope to match those discounts because 
we’re not supported by tax dollars (don’t we wish!), but 
we can certainly offer flexibility on dogs that have been 
with us a long time, senior dogs, and special-needs dogs.   
 Once again we thank all who have helped 
support us with financial gifts, volunteer time, and every 
other kind of assistance.  And we love receiving pictures 
and updates about your adopted dogs, even if we can’t 
begin to print them all!    

    Blessings, 
     Ardis Braun  

“Spiffy” McGinley of 
Northridge 

“Xander” and “Ruby” Silva 
of La Mirada 

 Three of the precious pooches in our last newsletter 
have been adopted.  Lucky dogs! 

CHLOE, 
 whom we took as a sort of favor when her owners 
dumped her, was adopted by Jacqueline Grant and Thomas 

Anderson of Oxnard.  
Initially she suffered 
some separation anxiety 
and would bark when 
left during the day, but 
these great folks are 
committed to Chloe and 
making it work. 
 From their  
e-mail:  “Chloe took 

some time getting used to apartment life, but she’s adjusting 
well.  She loves to go on walks and lounge around on the 
couch.  Chloe has enjoyed meeting new friends at daycare and 
going to the beach with her people.” 

CHIPPER 
 went to a 
home with a similar
-looking little dog, 
Cleo, which may 
have predisposed 
his adopters to 
loving him.  Jim 
and Claudia 
Deardorff of 
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H umans and dogs alike are happy this cold winter 
is over!  Brrrr…  Thanks to everyone who 
brought blankets and comforters to help keep our 

dogs warm in their dogloos.  They all seemed fairly 
comfortable, although we’re sure they would have preferred 
to sleep on a dog bed by the fireplace. 
 In general, adoptions have been quite good for 
several months, probably due in part to our very interactive 
Facebook page.  Another reason is that we have been placing 
dogs for so many years that our group of adopters and 
former adopters keeps growing, and as we all know, dogs 
don’t live long enough…so these people return to us again 
and again for their next dog.   
 Paula Cwikly’s holiday fundraiser party was once 
again enjoyable and profitable.  We wish more of you would 
COME!  But we are happy to see all of you who do find the 
time to be there and enjoy the holiday spirit. 
 As of this writing, Colleen Anderson and Mike Klee 
have been representing us once a month for four months on 
Channel 11 Fox News.  They get a whole minute or two (!) of 
free TV time to show off a couple of our deserving dogs.  
Sometimes this results in inquiries and adoptions.  We are 
always surprised at the number of people we hear back from 
that saw them at 6:50 a.m. – honest! – on those days they 
appear. 
 Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you to all 
for the gifts we received during the holiday season, not only 
the financial ones, but also all of the other thoughtful ones 
that were sent for the benefit and comfort of our dogs.  We 

even got a nice truck donated (by former adopter Robin Cara 
in Florida) for those times that we need to pull our trailer 
piled high with donated dog food.   
     Blessings, 

     Ardis Braun 

W e’re happy to say that six out of the seven dogs 
featured in our last Waiting For Homes section 
have been adopted! 

ADOPTION UPDATES 

“Dexter" Shani of 
Calabasas, with Aviv “Percy" Hall of Camarillo 

“Dobie Doings” 
2946 Young Road 

Fillmore, Ca 93015 

Phone (805)524-5102 

www.DobiesandLittlePawsRescue.org 

E-mail: dobierescue@earthlink.net 

BEEZER 
 is now called Snowball, and he was adopted by 
Diane and David LeFlang of Santa Barbara.  They were 
undecided between Snowball and Gracie, the little Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniel mix that had been returned some 
weeks earlier due to her behavior toward other dogs when on 
leash.  So they did the 
sensible thing:  they 
adopted BOTH of 
them!  They live the 
good life now, going 
to doggie day care, 
the park, and as 
should be evident 
from the picture to the 
right, getting play 
time from their new 
family. 
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TIPPY 

W e all survived the 4th of July again this year, despite our 
little town selling fireworks at 25 or so booths along a 5-

mile stretch of highway and putting on its annual fireworks display.  
Poor Jazzy (story on page 6) was our only seriously traumatized 
dog this year.  She had just been returned to us the day before, and 
she pulled on her kennel perimeter fence until she was bloodied and 
frantic.  I gave her a sedative and sat with her until she mellowed 
and the fireworks were over. 

 We have a new graphics person, who produced this 
newsletter:  Colleen Anderson.  This woman has become 
indispensable to our organization, and she now displays her talents 
in yet another venue!  Suzette Smith, our amazing graphics 
volunteer for the past 17 years, expressed an interest in “retiring,” 
and Colleen volunteered herself.  As you know if you read our last 
newsletter, she also created our new web site, 
www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org, which has essentially replaced 
www.dobierescue.org, but it delivers timely and different 
information.  Typing in either web site address will now bring up 
the new site. 

Adoptions during the summer were slow but steady.  
Foreclosures and job losses requiring people to move and give up 
their dogs continued unabated, so our plea to all of you who are 
able to adopt or foster another dog also continues unabated.  Please 
remember that, should you ever have to give up your own adopted 
dog, we are ALWAYS here for our dogs.  Though some folks think 
it best to try to find a new home for their dog rather than return him 
or her temporarily to our kennel, the new owner may pass the dog 
along to someone else, who does the same, until the dog is 
unwanted and ends up in an animal shelter. 

It seems that I am always behind on sending thank-you 
cards to those of you who generously help us financially„and 
that’s because we’re always giving all our time to the dogs in our 
care.  Please know how grateful we are and how appreciated you 
are!  We have had the worst financial year in our history due to 
having to spend over $70,000 required by the county to renew our 
Conditional Use Permit, so we are seriously underfinanced at 
present.  Every penny you have donated and can donate adds up.  
Thank you again! 

Sincerely, 

Ardis Braun 
 
 

     

is a little black-and-
white Rat Terrier-
Chihuahua mix 
who was taken to a 
vet by his original 
family, but when 
they were told what 
it would cost them 
for his medical 
treatment, they said it was ok to put him to sleep. 

Only two of the dogs featured in our last newsletter 
have happily-ever-after stories to tell, but that’s two 
stories we’re happy to tell! 
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white Rat Terrier-
Chihuahua mix 
who was taken to a 
vet by his original 
family, but when 
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WW e have quite a lot of good news to
mention this quarter!

Our new web site, 
www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org, 
which was created last year and will eventually
replace www.dobierescue.org, is now current again
after a break due to the webmaster (Colleen) not
having internet service for several months and due
to the press of our Conditional Use Permit
requirements and the dozens of other things that
keep us hopping ALL the time!  If you haven’t
looked at the new site lately, look again!

Our kennels received a facelift to go with our
new drainage system.  Thanks to so many of you
stepping up to adopt or foster dogs that needed to
be dispersed so that we could disassemble kennels
with damaged concrete flooring, we were able to
build new exercise areas for the remaining dogs so
that everyone gets to run several times a week.
There were actually more of you willing to foster
dogs than we had dog-social dogs to foster out.
Our hope always is, of course, that these dogs’ fos-
ter parents will not be able to part with them and
that these homes will be their “forever homes.”

We were delighted to receive a huge donation

"Annika" 
Forester of Shadow Hills

of dog clothing indirectly from a dog clothing
company that failed.  (See story on page 8.)  This
donation has helped to chip away at the huge
financial burden of getting our Conditional Use
Permit renewed for our kennel license.  The
county planning department charged over $45,000
during the past year for their time, and the
drainage project topped $25,000, even though
adopter Ned Meislin donated all of his own time
to manage the construction.  

Volunteers Colleen Anderson and Mike Klee
represented us at the Orange County Pet Expo
April 15-17, singing the praises of Dobies, Dobie
mixes, and little paws, and greeting former
adopters, dog-lovers, and letting visitors know
we’re here.

We sincerely hope that none of you suffered
losses from the terrible tornadoes, floods, and
other natural disasters that have plagued our
country during the past quarter.  Once again, we
thank all of you who continue to support our
efforts here with your financial donations and
other gifts.

Gratefully,

Ardis Braun

“Dobie Doings”

2946 Young Road
Fillmore, California  93015

Phone  (805) 524-5102
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A s this is written, it’s a beautiful day in mid-May, 
and our adoptions are still, in general, very good.  
Summers can be slow and difficult because folks 

plan vacations and moves, and they don’t want to adopt 
until those are over with.  We sincerely hope that 
potential adopters don’t delay for any other reasons, 
though, because each and every dog that leaves not only 
gets to be in his or her great new home sooner, but 
another dog from an animal shelter is able to live because 
that kennel becomes available. 
 We had another great truck donated for our dog 
food transports, a big Ford F150, by Barbara and Ed 
Bernero of Agua Dulce.  Now we have two large trailer-
pullers, one residing here at the ranch, and the other with 
Colleen a few hours away, so that no matter which 
direction our donated dog food needs to be picked up 
from, a truck is ready to launch.   
 Dale and Steve Ball of La Canada held a very nice 
dinner-fundraiser party for us in Pasadena on May 31.  
Twenty-something of their friends attended, and the 
proceeds above the dinner tab made a welcome dent in 
our food and veterinary bills. 
 Once again our intrepid volunteers manned a 
booth at the Orange County Pet Expo.  This involved a day 
of setup and three days of attendance at the event, so we 
had very tired volunteers by Sunday night, April 21st.   
 I wanted to thank all of you who were concerned 
about us during the terrible Camarillo fire that burned 

28,000 acres during the first few days of May.  We were 
never at risk – in fact we didn’t even smell smoke! – but 
our local Camarillo animal shelter was grateful for our 
showing up and relieving them of three non-Dobermans 
to make room for fire evacuees. 
 Finally, as always, we thank you for your enduring 
support of every kind.  We could not exist without you. 
     Sincerely, 

     Ardis Braun 

O f the six dogs featured in our last newsletter, four have 
been adopted! 

CHIPPER, 
 our little 7-pound 
Terrier (now called Prince), 
“is a happy camper and is 
the best dog ever,” according 
to new owner Kristin 
Carnohan of San Diego.  
“He lives to fetch, leaping in 
the air and twirling to catch 
the toy and would fetch 24 
hours a day if you let him.  
He talks about everything in 
his own special language but 
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animal shelter volunteer, I witnessed people turning in 
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be cheaper to get a new dog on their return than to board 
their pet dog while they were away.  Awful! 
 Our local Ventura County Animal Services 
shelters, which we are so happy to say are now “no kill,” 
having achieved a 94% “live release rate,” have the same 
slow adoption problem that we and most other shelters 
have during the summer doldrums, and they have been 
promoting adoptions by offering deep reductions in their 
adoption fees for dogs and cats. 
 We can’t hope to match those discounts because 
we’re not supported by tax dollars (don’t we wish!), but 
we can certainly offer flexibility on dogs that have been 
with us a long time, senior dogs, and special-needs dogs.   
 Once again we thank all who have helped 
support us with financial gifts, volunteer time, and every 
other kind of assistance.  And we love receiving pictures 
and updates about your adopted dogs, even if we can’t 
begin to print them all!    

    Blessings, 
     Ardis Braun  

“Spiffy” McGinley of 
Northridge 

“Xander” and “Ruby” Silva 
of La Mirada 

 Three of the precious pooches in our last newsletter 
have been adopted.  Lucky dogs! 

CHLOE, 
 whom we took as a sort of favor when her owners 
dumped her, was adopted by Jacqueline Grant and Thomas 

Anderson of Oxnard.  
Initially she suffered 
some separation anxiety 
and would bark when 
left during the day, but 
these great folks are 
committed to Chloe and 
making it work. 
 From their  
e-mail:  “Chloe took 

some time getting used to apartment life, but she’s adjusting 
well.  She loves to go on walks and lounge around on the 
couch.  Chloe has enjoyed meeting new friends at daycare and 
going to the beach with her people.” 

CHIPPER 
 went to a 
home with a similar
-looking little dog, 
Cleo, which may 
have predisposed 
his adopters to 
loving him.  Jim 
and Claudia 
Deardorff of 
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Ventura are his new parents.  From Jim’s e-mail:  “He’s doing 
great, eating and sleeping like this is his home and friendly 
with our neighbors who come to visit.  Cleo is doing great as 
Chipper’s new big sister….Thanks again for all you do.” 

MONA 
 spent close to a year with us for unknown reasons.  
She just didn’t “come on anyone’s radar” until Bonnie and 
Max Ryden came down from Crestline and adopted her.  An  
e-mail from Bonnie:  “Our sweet petite Mona…has mastered 
cuddling and snuggling, and lounging on the couch and the 
bed.  She wiggles all over and stamps her feet at dinnertime.  
She has yet to venture into the kitchen…she takes her meals in 
the bedroom, where she first made her ‘safe place’ on a pile of 
laundry.  She goes in and out and plays in the yard with her 
companion, D’Beau, who is twice her size…we’re sure that 
with patience and affection she will settle in and become a 
secure part of the Ryden family.  We just love her to pieces!”    

WAITING FOR HOMES 

sitting on laps, he’s not 
really a snuggler.  He 
may be more 
appropriate for 
someone not enjoying a 
very needy dog.  Jimmy 
is inquisitive, though he 
hasn’t been good with 

other dogs we have introduced him to.  Jimmy is about 4 
years old.   
Moe 
 is not a big Dobie, but 
he’s a solid one.  He is a 
handsome red and about 4 
years old. Moe wasn’t able to 
live with another male that he 
came in with, but he’s done 
well with large female dogs 
that aren’t overly aggressive.  
He’ll probably wish to be the 
alpha dog in any dog 
relationship, but he doesn’t 
seem to pick fights, isn’t vocal, and is a pretty easy keeper.  
Thus far his behavior with kids isn’t known. 
Little Dolly 
 was a “street stray” with no i.d., and her owner 
couldn’t be found.  She’s a 9-
pound Terrier mix under 2 
years old, a little shy, and 
absolutely sweet and social.  
She’s excellent with other dogs 
of all sizes, and the Good 
Samaritan who searched for 
her owner said she appeared to 
be housebroken.  And just look 
at that precious underbite! 
Londo 
 has been with us far too long (about 5 years).  
He’s about 8 now, and one of our volunteers picked him 
as her favorite dog.  She walks him every weekend, and 
she would have adopted him if he had been social with 

her other dog.  Londo was 
also adopted once, but he 
became insecure and fear 
aggressive when direct eye 
contact and too-soon 
demands were made of him.  
He has matured into a much 
more tolerant dog who is a 
joyful fellow and an easy 
keeper.  We’d love to see  

Princess 
 has had at least two 
previous homes.  The most recent 
one completed a surrender 
questionnaire for the animal 
shelter, indicating that they were 
returning her because she nipped 
a 3-year-old child who was on a 
swing set at the time.  She had 
been there only 3 1/2 days.  Their 
questionnaire also said that 
Princess is housebroken, loves 
playing ball, is friendly and affectionate to people, is very 
active, and will chase cats.  They also said she did not 
jump their 5’ chain link fence, though the previous bio 
posted by her animal shelter before that short-term 
adoption said that Princess may bark if lonely and that 
she’s able to jump a 6’ fence.  She is a beautiful red, likes 
being indoors, knows all her commands, and likes to play 
fetch.  In other words, she needs stimulation and exercise 
to be happy. Princess is now 4 years old and has been 
with us 1 1/2 years. 
 Jimmy 
 is a little 8-pound Terrier mix who is new with 
us.  He’s very tolerant of handling, and though he’s fine  

MONA

Moe

Londo
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don’t think Flea would be a good choice for a family with 
young kids because he climbs all over people and has 
sharp claws.  He’s also been known to launch out of an 
adult man’s embrace.  We estimate Flea at about 3 
pounds.  Oh, and he can be quite vocal if ignored. 

Bowe 
 is one of our red darlings. He’s about 6-7 years 
old and was given up by his owner with a female Dobie.  
We have separated them  
because they weren’t bonded 
and didn’t care much for 
each other.  Bowe is mellow 
and agreeable with an 
easygoing charm.  He has 
some elbow dysplasia in his 
front legs so he needs soft 
bedding to keep his joints 
pain free and his elbows 
from swelling.  Bowe doesn’t 
ask for much and a little 
loving goes a long way with 
this affectionate boy.  He is fine around other dogs of all 
sizes as long as he is given his space when he is resting. 
He is nothing but a submissive sweetheart with people.   
Becky 
 is an easygoing 7-year-old black and tan Dobie 
girl we rescued from an animal shelter, where we were 
told she was dumped at a vacant house.  She has the calm, 

gentle nature of an older dog 
and she’s low energy, so she’s 
an easy keeper.  Though fairly 
tolerant of other dogs of all 
sizes and genders, she needs to 
have her space respected.   She 
has peacefully lived with many 
different dogs over the past 
few months and even made 
friends with a few of them, but 
it is clear that she is happiest 
in the company of people.  
Becky is playful, affectionate, 

and soaks up every ounce of love she can get.   

Londo spend his senior years in his very own home with 
an adult woman or couple who will give him the time he 
needs to adjust.  
Don 
 is a beautiful red boy 
and sadly, he’s completely 
blind.  He has progressive 
retinal atrophy which means 
that he most likely went blind 
as an adult rather than being 
born blind.  He has proven to 
be sweet with the people he 
has met and has a gentle 
nature.  He loves his butt 
scratched and likes to give his 
paw.  It was reported that he 
might not be very dog social but we haven’t had a chance 
to test him ourselves yet.  His lack of sight may make him 
more reactive to situations he feels insecure in, but we are 
willing to try introductions to other dogs if necessary to 
make a new home possible for him, plus he may do better 
with a “sighted” dog to follow.  We believe that dogs with 
special needs can do everything that a normal dog can do 
but a steady, low stress home would probably be ideal for 
him. 
Kona  
 is a Dobie mix who was surrendered back to her 

animal shelter two months after 
adoption because she was too 
active for her environment.  
She’s about a year old, and we 
think she is mixed with 
Australian Shepherd.  The info 
provided by her previous owner 
said she is good with some dogs 
(though not apparently good 
with their other dog), kids, and 
is very well housebroken.  They 
also commented that Kona is 
very adaptable, enjoys car rides, 

and isn’t destructive.  Though she still has a little growing 
to do, she won’t be very big in any event.  She’s about 45-
50 pounds at this time.   
Flea 
 was a “street stray,” and 
he’s about as cute as they come.  
He’s just a puppy, with an 
estimated D.O.B. of about 6-1-
15, so he probably has very little 
in the way of training.  He’s a 
high-energy, wiggly guy who is 
slippery, sliding out doors and 
gates between feet, so he’ll need 
vigilance to keep him safe.  We  

These next two Dobies are currently enjoying their time 
at Leaps and Bounds, our new rehab/sanctuary location.  
Although they aren’t at the rescue every day, they can be 

there any Saturday for adoptions. 

Don

Kona

Flea

Bowe

Becky
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“Duke” Eichberger of Santa Rosa 
Valley, with Joe and Barbara  

“Finley” Floyd of Mission 
Viejo  

“Ellie” Schmainda of Rolling Hills 
Estates, with Sarah and 

Alexandria 

“Dosi” Snyder of Santa 
Monica, with Barbara  

“Tanner” 
Dagger-Kim of 
Laguna Hills  

“Minnie” Miller of 
Santa Paula  

“Precious” Garrison 
of Victorville 

“Maddie” Sparnicht 
of San Gabriel 

“Raeder” 
Bautista-

Lortz of San 
Francisco, in 

training 



5 

“Mickey” Warda of 
Santa Barbara, with 

Sara El Alaoui  

“Lodi” 
O’Donnell 

of 
Oxnard 
with 

Siobhan 

“Bleu” Roberts of Pacific 
Grove, with Emily 

“Maddie-
May” and 
“Wesley”
Liddell of 

Long 
Beach 

“Ruger” Sanchez of 
South Gate with Roberto 

“Mackenzie” Hansen 
of San Marcos  

“Adobe” 
and 

“Adonis” 
Campbell 
of Daly 

City with 
Noah and 

Candi 

“Sadie” and “Boachie” 
Bradfield of Novato 

            HAPPY  
ADOPTEES!! 

“Bruce Wayne” Dahl 
of Oceanside 
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ANOTHER HAPPY ENDING 

 Almost a year ago we rescued two Dobies, a very 
bonded pair, from an animal shelter where they had been 
turned in by their owner.  They were called Charlie and 
Sabrina.  The shelter staff had requested that we rescue them 
because they weren’t doing well at the shelter.  The picture 

directly below 
shows how 
terrified the white 
female, Sabrina, 
was during her 
impound period. 
 After 
receiving the dogs, 
we knew they 
were overstressed 
and needed a 
gentle, quiet, 
undemanding 

home in order to “decompress” and begin to enjoy their new 
lives. 
 About the same time, we were in contact with Lisa 
Bermudez in Stockton, California, which is about a 6-hour 
drive from Fillmore.  Lisa was also feeling pretty low.  She 
said “I found myself alone for the first time in life, just lost my 
mother, my best friend.  Then my Doberman passed – 
enlarged heart – my job closed and my husband up and left.”  
Clearly Lisa needed a new best friend, though she wasn’t 
counting on two! 
 She made the long drive from Stockton, and I showed 
her the two dogs that needed her as much as she needed them.  
They are now called Brubeck and Jazzy.  She recently  said 
“the day at the rescue center, I was very intimidated by 
Brubeck’s excessive barking at me even though I grew up with 
Dobermans, but I knew you can’t go by how they act in the 
kennel at all.  He already looked towards Ardis as his human, 
she brought him to me and he was leery, I was tired from a 6-

hour drive…in the car they 
went as Ardis and a 
gentleman loaded them up 
for me.  Long drive home, 
now dark, so quiet the dogs 
were.  Arrived in Stockton 
around midnight and I 
unloaded them in the 
backyard.  It was November 
cold and the dogs were so 
stressed they did not lay in 
the bed waiting for them, 
they curled up in the 
flowerbed in a bed of leaves.  
I will never forget that,  

brings tears to my eyes 
that they were so 
stressed that the flower 
bed is where they 
wanted to sleep, not in 
the house, garage, or 
dog bed.” 
 Over the 
following months, the 
dogs settled in.  Lisa 
has a sort of turtle 
sanctuary, a pool, cats, 
and other new things 
the dogs weren’t familiar with, and they have adapted.  She 
was guided by an article in our newsletter around that time that 
quoted an adopter saying “how are these dogs to know what is 
right from wrong, never given a home, a chance; you never 
give up on a rescue dog.” 
 Now:  “Brubeck and Jazzy love their home, they are 
retired in their home as I am, they guard and protect their 
home and yard, they never have to worry about being beaten.  
I cannot bend down without Brubeck kissing me on the face, 
and Jazzy running up and kissing my hand or goosing with her 
nose and running off only to smile so big.  At the end of the 
day, they both look at each other as I cover them up…I think 
they need each other, they are like family more so than just 
shadow dogs.  What would these dogs do if not for Ardis and 
the others that size them up with their needs, and they are so 
right on!!!” 
 We had actually thought about splitting them up when 
we first rescued them, because often insecure, skittish dogs 
will do better if each dog is paired with a more confident, 
outgoing dog.  With these two, though, we felt the stress of 
separation, in addition to the other stresses they were feeling, 
might be too much for them. 
 The happy ending:  “They do nothing wrong, they do 
not chew up things, they do not dig holes, they still have every 
toy I have given them, and they put them in their turtle bed, 
they bark only when someone is out in my driveway.  Every 
day I am saying out loud to Brubeck and Jazzy ‘YOU ARE 
SUCH GOOD DOGS!!!’  When I come home, those 
Doberman tails are wagging so fast…I miss them and can’t 
wait to get home.  Amen.”      



work out, it becomes a nightmare.  In this case,
though, Kahlua had a sponsor:  Alejandra
(“Alex”) Abella of Moorpark, one of our regular
dog-walker/trainer volunteers, spent hours with
Kahlua, assessing his behavior, working with him,
and becoming smitten with him.  Her friend,
Karin, was well-known to her as a retired canine
officer, and if Alex said Karin was the perfect
home for Kahlua, we had no doubt she was.  We
took the lucky dog to the vet for a medical cer-
tificate so
he could
fly, Alex
donated the
crate he
would fly
in, her hus-
band donat-
ed half of
Kahlua’s air
fare, and
Alex, her
baby daughter, and Kahlua departed for
Maryland on May 3rd.   This long-awaited pic-
ture brought tears to our eyes.

We still have several fear-aggressive dogs that
we think will bloom in the right homes.  Please
let us know if you might be in a position to adopt
one.  Winning their trust and loyalty feels 
so rewarding!
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I want to support Doberman Pinscher and Little Paws Rescue!
I am making the following contribution: 

(    ) $100.  (    ) $50.  (    )  $20.  (    ) $10.
I am enclosing the best gift I can:  $__________

Please charge my Visa or MasterCard!

Card #_____________________________________ Expiration date______________

Signature___________________________________ 

Please return this form with your contribution
Your contribution is tax deductible (Federal I.D. #77-0357865)

We also have PayPal 
100% of your contribution goes directly to benefit the animals.

vicious animal,
requiring a court
order to get him
released and two
months of love
from us before he
could be adopted.

Here are pic-
tures of another
fearful dog we
rescued.  He was
deemed aggressive by his animal shelter and was
impounded on a catch-pole.   Last October, he
was adopted by the Hyatt family of Escondido.
Dayna Hyatt said in
her December e-mail:
“His name is now
Miller.  He fits won-
derfully in our home
and we absolutely love
him.  He is a very good
dog and a quick learn-
er….He has surprising-
ly become such a swim-
mer!  He is very fast and loves the water!”       

Kahlua, another fear-aggressive dog we had
for years (until May 2, 2011), whom we had
placed FIVE times, is finally home – for good –
with Karin Coppens of Kensington, Maryland.
We don’t normally send dogs like Kahlua such
long distances because if the adoption doesn’t

“Miller”

“Miller”

"Kahlua" with Karin 
(on right), Alex,and 
daughter Olivia

"Kahlua" with Karin 
(on right), Alex,and 
daughter Olivia
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    After Marley passed away, the Grogan family 
got another Golden Retriever, named Gracie, who was so 
good that she was boring.  Concerned about her lack of 
enthusiasm, they called Cesar Millan, the famous “dog 
whisperer,” to learn whatever they could about their new 
dog.  Cesar observed that, though Gracie was well-
behaved, she seemed “adrift,” trying to figure things out 
without benefit of a pack leader to follow.  He said “You 
have her trust and affection, but not her respect.” 

They successfully fixed the problem with Cesar’s 
insight. 

Then I read something similar about human 
friendship in The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo, by Stieg 
Larsson, which was also made into a movie.  A 
memorable line in that book said that true friendship 
between people has to include both trust and respect.  

This is a recurring theme, one which obviously 
crosses species.   

JUST FOR FUN 
The people who post to Facebook probably exchange these 
kinds of stories all the time, but there are those of us who 
only occasionally snag a spare moment to check Facebook, 
and of course many who haven’t joined Facebook.  
 So…we thought it would be fun to ask our readers 
to share their “intelligent dog” stories.  This is not a contest; 
i.e., whose dog is the smartest?  It’s also not a forum to brag 
about things various breeds and individuals do as the result 
of either training or hard-wiring, such as Shepherds and 
Collies that herd, sporting breeds that assist hunters, etc.  
What we’d like to hear about are those dogs personally 
known to our adopters that exhibit true intelligence figuring 

things out that they haven’t been trained to do. 
 Here are a few examples, dogs known to me 
(Ardis) personally. 
 A personal dog of mine whom I named Elsa (for 
the Born Free lion in the movie by that name) was a 
Shepherd-Whippet mix who had become elderly while I 
owned her and no longer moved very quickly.  At that 
time, eight dogs shared my bedroom.  When I announced 
“Time for bed!” they stampeded into the bedroom, where I 
had dog beds and quilts strewn about.  Elsa, being the 
oldest dog in the group by then, was usually the last to 
arrive.  She would look around the room, and if she 
deemed that the remaining bedding was not among her 
preferred places to sleep, she would run to the doorway of 
the bedroom barking, pretending to hear something 
occurring toward the front of the house.  Invariably, a few 
of the others would charge forward to investigate, at which 
point Elsa would calmly claim the most desirable of the 
vacated resting areas. 
 Another personal dog, Amy, was a Shepherd-
Sheltie mix, whom I believed to be much smarter than Elsa 
(who had proven very hard to train, causing me initially to 
think she wasn’t smart at all.  She was!)  Amy was a bit of 
a beggar, but it was my habit not to feed dogs at the table, 
though I would give them scraps when people had finished 
eating.  Then I would rinse the dishes and place them in the 
dishwasher.  Amy, with a dog’s superior sense of smell, 
determined that what dripped off the plates, even though 
diluted by rinse water, was still desirable enough to push 
the trays of the dishwasher in with her nose and lick the 
inside of the dishwasher door. 
 Another personal dog, Becky, was a Border Collie-
Retriever mix, and she taught me to play hide-and-seek 
with her.  What a great sense of humor! 
 Even among the dogs we currently have that are 

Please charge my Visa, Discover, or MasterCard! Please charge my Visa, Discover, American Express or MasterCard!Please charge my Visa, Discover, American Express or MasterCard! 
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MEDICAL MATTERS 
   As a rescue organization, we naturally take dogs in 
almost every imaginable condition, especially dogs that the 
public would be unlikely to adopt for medical and/or 
behavioral reasons.  Consequently, we have become 
intimately familiar with dogs’ medical problems, and we’ve 
explored a whole lot of remedies for those problems.  Most of 
the “natural” remedies don’t seem to pan out very well, but 
we’re excited to tell you about breakthrough successes for a 
couple of health concerns:  demodectic mange, and flea/tick 
infestations. 
 Demodectic mange, nicknamed demodex, is caused 
by a tiny mite that affects dogs with compromised immune 
systems, often because they are predisposed to this 
genetically.  At any given time we can have as many as eight 
or more dogs with demodex, and the treatments were all pretty 
scary:  toxic dips every week, and oral or injectible 
medications that are also toxic.  Some of the dogs we were 
using these treatments on were still medically unfit for 
adoption after a year or more!  It was depressing us to even 
think about what effects these treatments were having on the 

dogs’ systems, given 
how toxic they are, and 
given how often they had 
to be repeated. 
 Enter a new 
product, which we’re 
unable to mention in this 
newsletter because of 
rules allowing us to mail 
at non-profit rates.  First 
we did a “test run” on a 
dog we took in during 

the first week of 
June with a 
horrible case of 
demodex.  
Twenty-five 
days later and 
one dose of the 
new product, he 
was barely 
recognizable as 
the same dog.  
We’re including 
pictures of Noah here.  Six weeks after he came to us with 
weeping sores and crusty skin all over his body, he was 
adopted as a beautiful, healthy dog. 

 It also happens that this has been a terrible summer 
for fleas and ticks.  We don’t have a flea problem here in 
Fillmore, but we have always had ticks.  They apparently like 
the country, and they like oak trees, which we still have a few 
of despite the drought and a beetle infestation.   
 Our vet recommended an oral product for ticks, 
raving about how successful it is in eliminating them; not just 
the ones living on the dog right then, but on the new ones 
waiting to hatch and start the cycle all over again.   
 Again, a test case, and three months later the dog still 
did not have a single tick.  The product is expensive, but given 
that it seems to last at least 90 days, not just the 30 days it 
claims to last, we are impressed!  We’ve used it on most of 
our free-roaming dogs, and none of them have ANY ticks. 
 We’ll be happy to provide more information on these 
products; just call, write, or e-mail us!    
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A nother summer is behind us, and besides being 
terribly hot and humid this year, it was mostly 
also a very slow adoption time for us.  Summers 

typically are, because people move and take vacations in 
the summer, so adopting a dog at that time isn’t good 
timing, not to mention those who dump their dogs 
because they’re moving.  Years ago, when I was just an 
animal shelter volunteer, I witnessed people turning in 
their dogs before they went on vacation because it would 
be cheaper to get a new dog on their return than to board 
their pet dog while they were away.  Awful! 
 Our local Ventura County Animal Services 
shelters, which we are so happy to say are now “no kill,” 
having achieved a 94% “live release rate,” have the same 
slow adoption problem that we and most other shelters 
have during the summer doldrums, and they have been 
promoting adoptions by offering deep reductions in their 
adoption fees for dogs and cats. 
 We can’t hope to match those discounts because 
we’re not supported by tax dollars (don’t we wish!), but 
we can certainly offer flexibility on dogs that have been 
with us a long time, senior dogs, and special-needs dogs.   
 Once again we thank all who have helped 
support us with financial gifts, volunteer time, and every 
other kind of assistance.  And we love receiving pictures 
and updates about your adopted dogs, even if we can’t 
begin to print them all!    

    Blessings, 
     Ardis Braun  

“Spiffy” McGinley of 
Northridge 

“Xander” and “Ruby” Silva 
of La Mirada 

 Three of the precious pooches in our last newsletter 
have been adopted.  Lucky dogs! 

CHLOE, 
 whom we took as a sort of favor when her owners 
dumped her, was adopted by Jacqueline Grant and Thomas 

Anderson of Oxnard.  
Initially she suffered 
some separation anxiety 
and would bark when 
left during the day, but 
these great folks are 
committed to Chloe and 
making it work. 
 From their  
e-mail:  “Chloe took 

some time getting used to apartment life, but she’s adjusting 
well.  She loves to go on walks and lounge around on the 
couch.  Chloe has enjoyed meeting new friends at daycare and 
going to the beach with her people.” 

CHIPPER 
 went to a 
home with a similar
-looking little dog, 
Cleo, which may 
have predisposed 
his adopters to 
loving him.  Jim 
and Claudia 
Deardorff of 

ADOPTION UPDATES 
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 OK, we know what some of  you are 
thinking, and we actually-sort of-agree.  Dogs 

day, dressed in exactly the same coats they 
always wear?  Not a chance. 
 But...we did get 
some very cute dog 
clothing, bandanas, 
and barrettes, a huge 
donation of  them, 
that some of  you may 
be interested in. 
 

DOG CLOTHES? 

When I Got My New Dog 
 

I asked for strength that I might rear her perfectly; 
I was given weakness that I might feed her more treats. 

 
I asked for good health that I might rest easy; 

 
 

I asked for an obedient dog that I might feel proud; 
I was given stubbornness that I might feel humble. 

 
I asked for compliance that I might feel masterful; 

I was given a clown that I might laugh. 
 

I asked for a companion that I might not feel lonely; 
I was given a best friend that I would feel loved. 

 
I got nothing I asked for, 

But everything that I needed. 
 

Unknown 

Take a look at them on 
www.DobiesandLittlePawsRescue.org, and let us 

are shown here; not in color, unfortunately. 
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 Dogs.  We love them all, of course, but we rescue 
people try to never keep dogs that are very adoptable (or even 
moderately adoptable) because there is always a touch of guilt 
about spreading our love and attention among so many 
“keepers” that each individual dog doesn’t get enough of it.  
Old, physically-challenged, and “plain brown wrapper” dogs 
are just as lovable as the beauties.  This is a “meant to be” 
story about one of my (Ardis’) own keepers that fits the bill, 
and we are so lucky to have each other. 
 She arrived at the Long Beach animal shelter in May, 
2014; a 6-year-old female named Midnite.  Her picture on line 
was awful, so we weren’t able to tell if she was a Doberman 
or not, so I e-mailed their rescue coordinator, who assured me 
that “she is definitely a Doberman.” 
 When our volunteer delivered her to me in Fillmore,  
I was sure they had sent the wrong dog.  Not only was she not 
a Doberman, I wasn’t sure there was ANY Doberman in her.  
I contacted the rescue coordinator again, and she said “well… 
I think she is mostly Doberman.”   
 Not that we don’t love them all, as I said, but a 
middle-aged mutt is usually not easy for us to place, and that 
dog’s kennel can be tied up for a very long time, costing the 
lives of countless more-adoptable dogs that could have 
occupied that kennel in the meantime.  But after I got over 
being perturbed at the apparent deception, I began to really 
like Midnite.  Had it not been for that deception, which I think 
was intentional, Midnite would be deceased, and I would have 
never known this wonderful dog, who is probably Shepherd/ 
Lab and “street,” as we call it.   

“Cola” Lehman of Ahwahnee 

Sometimes we just need to 
change our perspective... 

A DOG NAMED MIDNITE 

 I observed that her 
hips were weak, and she 
needed surgery, but she’s 
my girl and I did what was 
needed and she is 
recovering from her 
surgery.  The rescue 
coordinator at that shelter is 
no longer there because of a 
lot of mistakes she made, 
apparently, but I’m very, 
very glad she made this 
one. 
  

PARTING SHOT 

“Midnite” 


