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T hanks to our wish list on Amazon.com, many of 
our holiday wishes came true.  We got cases of 

ground canned dog food, rolls of wire to fix kennels, a 
bolt cutter, a couple of large new dog crates, a tool kit, 
and thanks to the outreach efforts of volunteer Carol 
Dailey, we received dozens of new Kuranda beds…so 
many, in fact, that every dog received a new bed and we 
have plenty of spare hammocks to replace damaged ones 
when they become unusable.  Volunteer Mitzi Roberts put 
them all together on her days off. 
 Adoptions continue to be good, and we have a few 
new volunteers who help transport dogs to within our 
reach, enabling us to save more dogs from such far-away 
places as Stockton, Modesto, San Jose, Monterey, and 
Sacramento.  Jim Hill of Stockton, California, and Mary 
and Bert Debusschere of Tracy, California, do these 
transports as far as Fresno for us routinely.   
 Though our focus is mainly on Dobermans since 
our small-dog adopters have become such a minority, we 
had an idea to offer our small-dog fans:  if you’re seeking 
a certain type of small dog that isn’t currently available at 
our rescue, let us know what your requirements are, and 
we’ll try to find a dog to fit your needs.  The less specific, 
the better; for example, we don’t often find Maltese or 
Yorkie puppies that need rescuing!  Also, it can be 
difficult to know which dogs are definitely housebroken, 
since most of our rescues start as animal shelter strays.  
But within certain parameters, like “female, 2-5 years old, 

15 pounds, short-haired, and sweet,” we can probably 
locate a good dog that meets those requirements. 
 Thank you all who responded with new pictures of 
your adoptees!  We have way too many to put in a single 
newsletter, but we’ll print as many as we can in each issue.  
Keep them coming, please.  Even if they never make it into 
print, we treasure each and every one of them.   
 Your donations of every kind helped to get us 
through another season of rescuing dogs.  Thank you, 
thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  
         Ardis Braun          

"Romeo" Munro of Simi 
Valley 

G ood news:  three of the seven dogs featured in our last 
newsletter were adopted, and another is now living the 

good life in a foster home that we truly hope will want to 
keep him! 

AUGUSTA, 
 our near-perfect little Pomeranian, was adopted by 
Brooke and Lew Parker of West Covina.  They also adopted 
an extra-large Dobie boy the same day.  Lew wanted a Dobie 
and Brooke wanted a little dog, so we had to match a 10-
pound dog with one weighing at least 90 pounds and get it 
right the first time (for Augusta’s safety!).  We recently 
received an e-mail from the Doberman:  “I’m a lovable, 
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H umans and dogs alike are happy this cold winter 
is over!  Brrrr…  Thanks to everyone who 
brought blankets and comforters to help keep our 

dogs warm in their dogloos.  They all seemed fairly 
comfortable, although we’re sure they would have preferred 
to sleep on a dog bed by the fireplace. 
 In general, adoptions have been quite good for 
several months, probably due in part to our very interactive 
Facebook page.  Another reason is that we have been placing 
dogs for so many years that our group of adopters and 
former adopters keeps growing, and as we all know, dogs 
don’t live long enough…so these people return to us again 
and again for their next dog.   
 Paula Cwikly’s holiday fundraiser party was once 
again enjoyable and profitable.  We wish more of you would 
COME!  But we are happy to see all of you who do find the 
time to be there and enjoy the holiday spirit. 
 As of this writing, Colleen Anderson and Mike Klee 
have been representing us once a month for four months on 
Channel 11 Fox News.  They get a whole minute or two (!) of 
free TV time to show off a couple of our deserving dogs.  
Sometimes this results in inquiries and adoptions.  We are 
always surprised at the number of people we hear back from 
that saw them at 6:50 a.m. – honest! – on those days they 
appear. 
 Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you to all 
for the gifts we received during the holiday season, not only 
the financial ones, but also all of the other thoughtful ones 
that were sent for the benefit and comfort of our dogs.  We 

even got a nice truck donated (by former adopter Robin Cara 
in Florida) for those times that we need to pull our trailer 
piled high with donated dog food.   
     Blessings, 

     Ardis Braun 

W e’re happy to say that six out of the seven dogs 
featured in our last Waiting For Homes section 
have been adopted! 
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BEEZER 
 is now called Snowball, and he was adopted by 
Diane and David LeFlang of Santa Barbara.  They were 
undecided between Snowball and Gracie, the little Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniel mix that had been returned some 
weeks earlier due to her behavior toward other dogs when on 
leash.  So they did the 
sensible thing:  they 
adopted BOTH of 
them!  They live the 
good life now, going 
to doggie day care, 
the park, and as 
should be evident 
from the picture to the 
right, getting play 
time from their new 
family. 
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TIPPY 

W e all survived the 4th of July again this year, despite our 
little town selling fireworks at 25 or so booths along a 5-

mile stretch of highway and putting on its annual fireworks display.  
Poor Jazzy (story on page 6) was our only seriously traumatized 
dog this year.  She had just been returned to us the day before, and 
she pulled on her kennel perimeter fence until she was bloodied and 
frantic.  I gave her a sedative and sat with her until she mellowed 
and the fireworks were over. 

 We have a new graphics person, who produced this 
newsletter:  Colleen Anderson.  This woman has become 
indispensable to our organization, and she now displays her talents 
in yet another venue!  Suzette Smith, our amazing graphics 
volunteer for the past 17 years, expressed an interest in “retiring,” 
and Colleen volunteered herself.  As you know if you read our last 
newsletter, she also created our new web site, 
www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org, which has essentially replaced 
www.dobierescue.org, but it delivers timely and different 
information.  Typing in either web site address will now bring up 
the new site. 

Adoptions during the summer were slow but steady.  
Foreclosures and job losses requiring people to move and give up 
their dogs continued unabated, so our plea to all of you who are 
able to adopt or foster another dog also continues unabated.  Please 
remember that, should you ever have to give up your own adopted 
dog, we are ALWAYS here for our dogs.  Though some folks think 
it best to try to find a new home for their dog rather than return him 
or her temporarily to our kennel, the new owner may pass the dog 
along to someone else, who does the same, until the dog is 
unwanted and ends up in an animal shelter. 

It seems that I am always behind on sending thank-you 
cards to those of you who generously help us financially„and 
that’s because we’re always giving all our time to the dogs in our 
care.  Please know how grateful we are and how appreciated you 
are!  We have had the worst financial year in our history due to 
having to spend over $70,000 required by the county to renew our 
Conditional Use Permit, so we are seriously underfinanced at 
present.  Every penny you have donated and can donate adds up.  
Thank you again! 

Sincerely, 

Ardis Braun 
 
 

     

is a little black-and-
white Rat Terrier-
Chihuahua mix 
who was taken to a 
vet by his original 
family, but when 
they were told what 
it would cost them 
for his medical 
treatment, they said it was ok to put him to sleep. 

Only two of the dogs featured in our last newsletter 
have happily-ever-after stories to tell, but that’s two 
stories we’re happy to tell! 
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WW e have quite a lot of good news to
mention this quarter!

Our new web site, 
www.dobiesandlittlepawsrescue.org, 
which was created last year and will eventually
replace www.dobierescue.org, is now current again
after a break due to the webmaster (Colleen) not
having internet service for several months and due
to the press of our Conditional Use Permit
requirements and the dozens of other things that
keep us hopping ALL the time!  If you haven’t
looked at the new site lately, look again!

Our kennels received a facelift to go with our
new drainage system.  Thanks to so many of you
stepping up to adopt or foster dogs that needed to
be dispersed so that we could disassemble kennels
with damaged concrete flooring, we were able to
build new exercise areas for the remaining dogs so
that everyone gets to run several times a week.
There were actually more of you willing to foster
dogs than we had dog-social dogs to foster out.
Our hope always is, of course, that these dogs’ fos-
ter parents will not be able to part with them and
that these homes will be their “forever homes.”

We were delighted to receive a huge donation

"Annika" 
Forester of Shadow Hills

of dog clothing indirectly from a dog clothing
company that failed.  (See story on page 8.)  This
donation has helped to chip away at the huge
financial burden of getting our Conditional Use
Permit renewed for our kennel license.  The
county planning department charged over $45,000
during the past year for their time, and the
drainage project topped $25,000, even though
adopter Ned Meislin donated all of his own time
to manage the construction.  

Volunteers Colleen Anderson and Mike Klee
represented us at the Orange County Pet Expo
April 15-17, singing the praises of Dobies, Dobie
mixes, and little paws, and greeting former
adopters, dog-lovers, and letting visitors know
we’re here.

We sincerely hope that none of you suffered
losses from the terrible tornadoes, floods, and
other natural disasters that have plagued our
country during the past quarter.  Once again, we
thank all of you who continue to support our
efforts here with your financial donations and
other gifts.

Gratefully,

Ardis Braun

“Dobie Doings”

2946 Young Road
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A s this is written, it’s a beautiful day in mid-May, 
and our adoptions are still, in general, very good.  
Summers can be slow and difficult because folks 

plan vacations and moves, and they don’t want to adopt 
until those are over with.  We sincerely hope that 
potential adopters don’t delay for any other reasons, 
though, because each and every dog that leaves not only 
gets to be in his or her great new home sooner, but 
another dog from an animal shelter is able to live because 
that kennel becomes available. 
 We had another great truck donated for our dog 
food transports, a big Ford F150, by Barbara and Ed 
Bernero of Agua Dulce.  Now we have two large trailer-
pullers, one residing here at the ranch, and the other with 
Colleen a few hours away, so that no matter which 
direction our donated dog food needs to be picked up 
from, a truck is ready to launch.   
 Dale and Steve Ball of La Canada held a very nice 
dinner-fundraiser party for us in Pasadena on May 31.  
Twenty-something of their friends attended, and the 
proceeds above the dinner tab made a welcome dent in 
our food and veterinary bills. 
 Once again our intrepid volunteers manned a 
booth at the Orange County Pet Expo.  This involved a day 
of setup and three days of attendance at the event, so we 
had very tired volunteers by Sunday night, April 21st.   
 I wanted to thank all of you who were concerned 
about us during the terrible Camarillo fire that burned 

28,000 acres during the first few days of May.  We were 
never at risk – in fact we didn’t even smell smoke! – but 
our local Camarillo animal shelter was grateful for our 
showing up and relieving them of three non-Dobermans 
to make room for fire evacuees. 
 Finally, as always, we thank you for your enduring 
support of every kind.  We could not exist without you. 
     Sincerely, 

     Ardis Braun 

O f the six dogs featured in our last newsletter, four have 
been adopted! 

CHIPPER, 
 our little 7-pound 
Terrier (now called Prince), 
“is a happy camper and is 
the best dog ever,” according 
to new owner Kristin 
Carnohan of San Diego.  
“He lives to fetch, leaping in 
the air and twirling to catch 
the toy and would fetch 24 
hours a day if you let him.  
He talks about everything in 
his own special language but 
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T hanks to our wish list on Amazon.com, many of 
our holiday wishes came true.  We got cases of 

ground canned dog food, rolls of wire to fix kennels, a 
bolt cutter, a couple of large new dog crates, a tool kit, 
and thanks to the outreach efforts of volunteer Carol 
Dailey, we received dozens of new Kuranda beds…so 
many, in fact, that every dog received a new bed and we 
have plenty of spare hammocks to replace damaged ones 
when they become unusable.  Volunteer Mitzi Roberts put 
them all together on her days off. 
 Adoptions continue to be good, and we have a few 
new volunteers who help transport dogs to within our 
reach, enabling us to save more dogs from such far-away 
places as Stockton, Modesto, San Jose, Monterey, and 
Sacramento.  Jim Hill of Stockton, California, and Mary 
and Bert Debusschere of Tracy, California, do these 
transports as far as Fresno for us routinely.   
 Though our focus is mainly on Dobermans since 
our small-dog adopters have become such a minority, we 
had an idea to offer our small-dog fans:  if you’re seeking 
a certain type of small dog that isn’t currently available at 
our rescue, let us know what your requirements are, and 
we’ll try to find a dog to fit your needs.  The less specific, 
the better; for example, we don’t often find Maltese or 
Yorkie puppies that need rescuing!  Also, it can be 
difficult to know which dogs are definitely housebroken, 
since most of our rescues start as animal shelter strays.  
But within certain parameters, like “female, 2-5 years old, 

15 pounds, short-haired, and sweet,” we can probably 
locate a good dog that meets those requirements. 
 Thank you all who responded with new pictures of 
your adoptees!  We have way too many to put in a single 
newsletter, but we’ll print as many as we can in each issue.  
Keep them coming, please.  Even if they never make it into 
print, we treasure each and every one of them.   
 Your donations of every kind helped to get us 
through another season of rescuing dogs.  Thank you, 
thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  
         Ardis Braun          

"Romeo" Munro of Simi 
Valley 

G ood news:  three of the seven dogs featured in our last 
newsletter were adopted, and another is now living the 

good life in a foster home that we truly hope will want to 
keep him! 

AUGUSTA, 
 our near-perfect little Pomeranian, was adopted by 
Brooke and Lew Parker of West Covina.  They also adopted 
an extra-large Dobie boy the same day.  Lew wanted a Dobie 
and Brooke wanted a little dog, so we had to match a 10-
pound dog with one weighing at least 90 pounds and get it 
right the first time (for Augusta’s safety!).  We recently 
received an e-mail from the Doberman:  “I’m a lovable, 
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15 pounds, short-haired, and sweet,” we can probably 
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 Thank you all who responded with new pictures of 
your adoptees!  We have way too many to put in a single 
newsletter, but we’ll print as many as we can in each issue.  
Keep them coming, please.  Even if they never make it into 
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received an e-mail from the Doberman:  “I’m a lovable, 

ADOPTION UPDATES 

“Ginger" Dawson of Corona “Kachina” Roberts-Ware  
of Simi Valley

“Romeo” Munro of Simi  
Valley

faraway



handsome Dobie and 
my beautiful, playful 
sister is a Pomeranian.  
We are now known as 
Shogun and Daphne 
Louise Parker 
(nicknamed Daffy Lou) 
and living the good life 
in retirement.  We travel 
in style in the family’s 
Airstream motor home 
on trips to Gualala (Google it) to run on the beaches and visit 
Hazard (a yellow Lab), Chichi and Javier (Chihuahuas, 
naturally) and the Parkers’ grandson and his parents.  The 

rest of our time is spent sleeping 
in the master bedroom, minding 
the backyard squirrels, going on 
occasional walks and 
accompanying our parents to 
watch them take obedience 
classes at the local PetSmart.  
They’re well trained, with the 
occasional lapse, but can be very 
funny.  Life is good.  Squirrel?” 
 Oh, and Lew said that 
Shogun chewed up his credit 
cards, which he said was 
probably a good thing.      

 
PRESTON, 
 our funny, scruffy 
little Terrier mix, was 
adopted by Velia and Mike 
Bowers of Chalfant Valley.  
His new name is Ricochet, 
and he endeared himself to 
everyone instantly except the 
cat, Miss Kitty, who took a 
few days to decide.   
 From Velia’s recent 
e-mail:  “Words cannot 
express how he fits into our 
family.  He is loved by all 
and he loves all of us.  I went 
out of town for 2 days and 
when I returned he almost 
went inside out he was so 
excited to see me.” 

HARDY, 
 who spent over a year waiting for the home he so 
truly deserved, was adopted by Shana and Aaron Schwehr of 

Lancaster.  They decided 
from the minute they saw his 
picture on Facebook that he 
was the dog they wanted to 
adopt.  In fact, when they 
came to pick him up, he was 
the only one they wished to 
see.  Not that this is 
uncommon, it’s just that 
Hardy was never going to be 
a beauty contest winner, 
except in terms of his 
beautiful soul.  Shana says 
“Harvey (his new name) was 

very easy to housetrain and he loves the kids.” 

CASPER 
 waited quite a few 
months to live in a home 
environment, and 
technically he is still 
available, but he has been 
fostered since January 15 by 
Missy Atkins of Carefree, 
AZ.  She had earlier lost a 
loved albino Doberman, so 
she has a fondness for them 
and understands their needs.  
We hope this may become a 
“failed foster!”   
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“Ricochet” (the black 
terrier) and his new friends 

“Shogun”  

“Daffy Lou”  

“Casper”  

“Harvey”  

WE HAVE FUN ON SATURDAYS 

during 
open-
house 

adoptions 
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SERENITY 
 is a recent rescue from a distant shelter where the 
local rescue groups passed on her, partially because she 

exhibited what may have been 
two seizures during the time she 
was impounded as a stray dog. The 
shelter spayed her for us, as she had 
clearly been used for breeding, but 
she still has a decent figure, so it 
doesn't appear she had been 
overbred. During her stay with us 
the past few weeks, we have 
watched her carefully for signs of 
additional seizures or 
disorientation, and we haven't seen 

anything at all, so her earlier episodes may have been a 
reaction to the vaccinations given at the shelter or some other, 
non-permanent cause. Serenity is about 4 years old and is 
solidly-built. She's bossy with her food but has been able to 
live with an unaggressive large male dog if fed separately.  
J.R. 
 is a large red male Dobie who is about 4 years old. 
Though he's been with us only a few months, we hope to find 
him a new home soon because we think he will make a great 
pet for the right home. He's not vocal, very mellow, 
appreciates attention, and in our 
experience, can be walked by 
other dogs without being very 
reactive. It isn't known whether he 
can live with another dog; it 
probably depends on that dog's 
personality. We did place him 
briefly with a dog he did not like 
and he was promptly returned. All 
things considered, J. R. will 
probably do best as the only dog 
in a home that will appreciate what an easy dog he is.  
PATTY 
 Patty is a Miniature Pinscher we recently rescued 
from an animal shelter when owner died and left her an 

orphan.  The shelter notes indicated 
that she was a sweet dog but very 
overweight.  This turned out to be true; 
she weighed about double, at 27 
pounds, what her bone structure 
should reasonably support.  We think 
she is about 7 years old.  Patty is 
presently in a temporary foster home 
where she can be fed separately and 
receive enough exercise to allow her to 
shed the extra weight.  It appears  

she's housebroken and tolerant of other dogs and kids. 
JODIE 
 is a small terrier mix that just 
came in from an animal shelter.  We 
aren't sure exactly what breeds she's 
made of but we just couldn't resist that 
fuzzy face.  She's only about 1 
year old, 10 pounds, good with other 
dogs, and sweet with people.  Jodie 
just loves being held and giving 
kisses.   
TAZ 
 is a 4-year-old pedigreed Dobie we received from the 
owners when they had to move and couldn't take him.  He 

always attracts attention here because 
he's rarely seen without a blanket or 
toy hanging out of his mouth. He's 
tolerant of some dogs and is good 
with kids, according to his ex-owner, 
and he knows basic commands.  
Though Taz was always an outside 
dog where he lived, he's affectionate 
and will enjoy being with his people, 
indoors and outdoors.  At this time 
(March, 2014) he's been with us five 
months.  

SCALLOP 
 is a darling young female 
Dachshund mix who had been at an 
animal shelter as a stray.  She was 
very thin but is gaining weight 
nicely.  Scallop is thought to be 
about a year old, weighs under ten 
pounds, and is very dog social.  
Though she has not been kenneled 
in direct contact with cats, Scallop 
and two other little females are 
housed in our cattery and appear 
to be reasonably social with cats 
also.  
BOO 
 was just returned to us several years after her 
adoption because she attacked the other (male) Doberman in 

the home on several occasions. In 
other respects, she's a good dog who 
has never shown any aggression to 
people, including kids. She is now 
about 4 years old, housebroken, 
knows her commands, and isn't 
destructive. Boo is believed to have 
lupus, and the medication she takes is 
called niacinamide, an inexpensive 
vitamin.  
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“Chanel” Grdanc of 
Newhall, with "Stella"  

“Buttons” Hasler 
of Oceanside “Jack” Allen of 

Castaic, with Kenneth 

“Jessie” Cara-Olsberg 
of St. Augustine, FL 

“Kachina” Roberts-
Ware of Simi Valley  

“Phoebe” 
Schore of 

Los Angeles 
“Canelo” Berdeja of 

Paso Robles 

“Ralph” 
Berglund 

of 
Huntington 

Beach 

“Sir Barks 
A lot” 

Budroe of 
Ventura, 
with Max 

HAPPY 
ADOPTEES!! 

“Bosco” Volpe of Santa 
Rosa Valley, with Marnie


